
Noon Bible Study: Matthew 7 (Part 2) 
Matthew 7 (part 2) 
 
How appropriate that we spend 6 verses on a matter that really requires wisdom and understanding others (judging, discernment, etc) 
and Jesus will now teach us about asking, seeking, and knocking - going to our loving father for the things we need. 
 
Matthew 7:7-11 - Ask, Seek, Knock - Because You Have A Good Father 
 
The verb tense of these three words is that of continual, ongoing action. 
 
Jesus uses the relationship of a child and parent to illustrate the relationship between a disciple and God. Children are famous for 
their insistence and searching for their parents when they have a need. 
 
Ask → Seek → Knock 
 
Q - What does this teach us about our relationship with God? 
 
Good fathers want to give good things to their children.  Jesus challenges the fathers in the crowd by asking “which man among 
you…” and giving some examples of a father’s desire to care for his child and respond to their requests.  And yet he calls the good 
fathers in the crowd “evil” because of their sins and flaws and imperfections, especially in contrast to their “Father in heaven” (v. 
11) who not only desires to give good gifts to his children, but has the resources to give good gifts to his children. 
 
Matthew 6:8 - "So do not be like them; for your Father knows what you need before you ask Him. 
 
Matthew 6:32-33 - "For the Gentiles eagerly seek all these things; for your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. 33 
"But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be added to you. 
 
Q - What are “good gifts” that God gives? 
 
Q - What does this not mean? 
 
Matthew 7:12 - Treat People The Same Way You Want Them To Treat You 
 
This is perhaps one of Jesus’ most famous sayings. It has been unofficially codified in culture as the “Golden Rule”, many times 
without even referencing Jesus as the source for this rule.  This is a transformative command and unlike anything seen in the world 
before. More on this in a minute. 
 
This is the law and the prophets - if you remember, so much of the Sermon on the Mount dealt with Jesus’ interpretation of the Old 
Testament and raising the standard for his disciples by dealing with matters of the heart. There was a comparable Rabbinical teaching 
from Hillel at that time. 
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Rabbi Hillel - “What is hateful to you, do not do to your neighbor” (b. Sabb. 31a). 
 
Jesus is saying something different. He’s not just saying “don’t do bad to others”. He is calling us to be intentional. 
 
Just not doing evil to your neighbor is “not nearly as demanding and challenging as the positive form that Jesus gives his disciples as 
the keynote for relationships with others…That generous attitude of going out of your way to encourage the depressed, to forgive 
those who have wronged you, and to help the disadvantaged requires positive action, often self-sacrificial action…it is one thing to 
say “I must not harm my fellow man” it is quite another thing to say “I must go out of my way to help them.” The first could be 
fulfilled by inaction; the second only by self-sacrificial love…” Michael Green, “The Message of Matthew” Page 107) 
 
Q - This Is The Law And The Prophets → What does this mean? 
 
Leviticus 19:9-18 
 
Jesus is saying that if we follow this command to “treat others the way we want to be treated”, we will be obeying all of the law 
and prophets.  Though this is a commonly known teaching, it is easier said than done. Too often we treat people the way they have 
treated us.  Too often we determine how we will treat someone based on how we feel.  We need to consider how we would want to be 
treated and allow that to influence how we treat others. 
 
How would this shape and change our relationships?  
How would this affect our churches? 
How would this alter our neighborhoods? 
How would this impact our world? 
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